
Chapter 10 

Completion of m03t of the work on the 9-fmt 
channel and the coming of World War I1 slewed 
down Civil works in the E d  Island District. Total 
expenditures for m w  work and maintenance h 
fiscal 1942 was $2,494,719.98. A3 with the mat, of 
the cmmtr$, the Diahict ahifkd to the war effmt- 
specifically, to military constructic~n, 

Prior bo World W a r  11, building construction for 
the krmy had been done by the Quartermaster 
Carps. It 300n bw-arne apparent, however, that the 
Quartermaster did not h v e  an ongoing, adequate 
organization to handle a sudden large increase in 
construction. Hers is where the Cops of Engineem’ 
involvement in civil public warkg made g o d  mili- 
tary sense. Because of their work on Amerita’s 
waterways, the Engineers had both the staff and ex- 
perience to  engage in large scale clsmtruction proj- 
ects. EspeciaI8y important was their long experience 
in working with contractors. Contractors knew the 
Carpa of Engineers, and the Engineers knew which 
contractors muld do which jobs. Consequently, in 
1940 all Air Corps con3tm~tion and all work QII the 
Atlantic i31and bases were assigned to the 
Engineers; on Decmber 1,1941, Congress aasigned 
all military construction to the E n g i n ~ r s . ~  283 





The first of the wartime p r o j ~ t s  at the Arsenal 
waa an administration building constructed in 1942. 
A cafeeria cmstxucfxd in a rehabilitAd shop 
building followed, d ~ n g  with several Undf3qpUnd 
machine gun testing ranges and two new buildings, 
Nos. 208 and 209. 

Across the Mississippi from the Arsenal, in Bet- 
tendorf, Iowa, the Engineers took charge of a tank 
arsenal project begun by the International Har- 
ve3tez Campany for the Qrdnance Department. The 
Quad Cities Tank Arsenal was set up in the old Bet- 
tendorf Car Shop where a foundry akeady existed 
and whose heavy equipment could be easily t rms- 
ferrsd from making railrmd cars to tanks.  I n  a& 
ting ap this projwt, Engheerrs had to  move the Bet- 
tendosf Company, which w u  making equipment for 
the Navy, to an Engineer-constructed building in 
Moline, Illinois. 

The 94 Mi3 Grant tanks produced ak Bettendorf 
were designed by the Rock Island Arsenal as part of 
a series which eventually led to the design of the 
Sherman tank. The Quad Cities Tank Arsenal was 
plagued from the beginning with problems ranging 
from constant design change3 to suppliers who were 
months behind. In addition, the ta&s were made of 
riveted plate stock and the British troops who used 
them found them extremely Finally no 
mner  was the fncility finished than the Govern- 
ment found itself with an excess of tank-producing 
plants, and production wmn shifted to tracked per- 
sonnel ixr-dera. 

Only one World War I1 facility was designed and 
mnstructd entirely under the supervision ~f Rock 
Iahnd District pasmnek the Green River Ord- 
mnce plant at Amboy, Illinois, built in 1942-43. As 
with all major military projects, the G r n  Rivw 
plant wa3 designed and built by contract from 
Government apecificatiom. Nevmthebas, construe* 
tion of the plant required a large supervisory force 
for which rn area office was get up at  Dkon, Illinois. 

Other major military construction projects 3upr-  
vised by the Rock Idand District bcludd Schick 286 



MILITARY CONSTRWCTIQM General Hospital at Clhtun, Iowa. Built from xtan- 
d d  military specificatiana, Schick was3 the only 
hospital bui l t  by the District under w a r h e  condi- 
tions. F ~ 1 1 0 ~ h g  the war, however, the District 
supervised mnstruction of two hmpittals for the 
V&..eran's Administration at Iowa City, Iowa, and 
Madison. Wisconsin. 

The Rcick Ialand District performed some addi- 
tional military constructi~n at the Ordnance Prov- 
ing Grounds at Savanna, Illinois, where it built 
seve~sal Igloos, semi-buried munitions atorage build- 
ings. District permnnd also built the first Women's 
Army ~ o r p s  trzihhg camp in the Unhd States at 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa, refuzbiishing several old 
buildings and cowtructirg several new mes. 

To reach all of the= scat ted military projects, 
the Rock Island D3atrkt assembled a vehicle fleet of 
about 300 pieces, including 67 brand-new 
B942-model Pontim and Chevrolet station wagon3 
and sedans. 

F d l ~ ~ h g  the and of the war in 1945, the District 
returned to civil woska. Since then, military con- 
stnction within the District has been carried out by 
the Chic~go District, and more recently, by the 
Omaha District. The Rock Island District has r e  
mainid entirely with civil works grograma. 

Notes 


